Migrants all over the world have left multiple traces in different countries, and this cultural heritage is of growing interest to researchers and to the migrant communities themselves. Cultural heritage institutions, however, have dwindling funds and resources to meet the demand for the heritage of immigrant communities to be protected. In this article we propose that the key to bridging this gap is to be found in new possibilities that are opened up if resources are linked to enable digital exploration of archival records and collections. In particular, we focus on the value of building a composite and distributed resource around migrants' life courses. If this approach is used and dispersed collections held by heritage institutions can be linked, migrant communities can have access to detailed information about their families and researchers to a wealth of data-serial and qualitative-for sophisticated and innovative research. Not only does the scattered data become more usable and manageable, it becomes more visible and coherent; patterns can be discovered that were not apparent before. We use the Dutch-Australian collaborative project "Migrant: Mobilities and Connection" as an example and case study of this life course-centered methodology and propose that this may develop into a migration heritage template for migrants worldwide.
accounts of immigration memories are receding, and pressure is mounting to find ways of recording histories relating to these migrant groups and making them visible and accessible.
Poignant personal memories are recorded in physical documents such as manuscripts, letters, photographs, and objects that are now very widely dispersed and fragmented. Some may be housed in private and public collections, policy files, and records stewarded by the institutional archives of local, national, and supranational governments. Others may be under the care of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), museums, or libraries, or be in private possession in the homes of individual migrants and their families (Peters 2010a; Peters et al. 2017) . Adding a high degree of urgency to the task is the fundamental problem of the blurring of memory with the long passage of time. History can be lost because of people's "extraordinary capacity to obliterate memory," but as Colin Tatz also recently explained, there is something "more benign but equally dangerous, and that is simple forgetfulness. The world moves on, history recedes" (Tatz 2018 ). This project uses as its starting point the individual life course and the stories it can offer through archived information, and also, where possible, through recorded memories. This approach is intended to stem the flow of forgetting in the case of this segment of history that forms an important part of the collective memory of each of the two countries (home and host land).
In the second half of the twentieth century, the total number of people on the move in Europe alone was estimated to be thirty million (Hoerder 2002) . Of these, half a million were Dutch nationals-amounting to some five percent of the country's population-who migrated to various overseas countries of settlement, including Australia. There were comparable flows of migrants from other parts of the worldpeople seeking a temporary or permanent new home in response to many kinds of pressures, including political persecution, vilification, or conflict. Little has changed in modern times (see Ensor, Polak, and Van Der Merwe 2007) . In fact, never before have there been so many people migrating across borders. In 2017 there were 258 million international migrants worldwide (3.4 percent of the world's population), up from 173 million in 2000. Of these, 65.6 million were forcibly displaced, 22.5 million were refugees, and 10 million remain stateless (United Nations 2017). In using the MMC project as an example, our intent is to present a methodology that can be applied in other arenas and across other kinds of migration to contribute toward the preservation of important cultural data in situations of displacement or disruption that have arisen as a result of the huge increase in human mobility in recent decades.
In this article we propose a life course-centered approach to finding, connecting, and opening up heritage collections-for migrant communities, for scholarly research, and for the general public. With a focus on Dutch-Australian migrants and what shaped the course of their lives, this method seeks to examine specific social and cultural connections and the interactions between individual migrants and institutions in both countries. Working across local, regional, and national scales of inquiry, the method goes beyond the macro or micro level of analysis typically adopted in migrant and migration research (de Haas 2014).
Given the highly mobile nature of modern global society, the sustainable preservation of migrants' cultural heritage has worldwide relevance, extending far beyond the Dutch-Australian case study, and yet to date this issue has not been adequately addressed (UNESCO 2002) . Fundamental questions relating to how to digitally preserve and organize migrant materials and historical traces remain unanswered. Planning for digital preservation tends to be uncoordinated and irregular, leading to concerns about the loss of migrant communities' histories. With vastly improved digital tools and methods now available, there are opportunities to take positive action to digitally preserve heritage materials and maintain historical knowledge in ways that will enable them to endure beyond our generations and beyond the lifetimes of current technology formats. This project demonstrates how, through collaboration, and by confining the project to a well-defined group, this result can be achieved transnationally, drawing upon records from both the country of departure and the country of destination, to provide a more integrated and complete picture. and "stimulating innovation in other sectors" (Digital Agenda Toolbox 2014, 48) , and yet the gap between growing societal demand for cultural services and diminishing resources is difficult to bridge.
In the country of settlement, a migrant may be identified through a number of different official documents and registers. Government archives hold migration registrations that record departure, travel, or arrival plus documentation pertaining to security checks and health. Migrants can also be identified through their membership of groups of immigrants recruited for a particular purpose or under a known migration assistance scheme that has its own list of participants, or who settled as a recognizable group in the land that was their destination. Other kinds of documents are generated when individual migrants become members of migrant associations, where they may be listed as having served on committees or may be mentioned in newsletters describing events and activities; members may also be identified through grant applications submitted when these groups have sought assistance by applying for funds from governments. In addition to governments, numerous civil society organizations, churches, and other NGOs accumulate document trails through their interactions with individual migrants (see figure 1). They provide information about their families and social group and the governance systems that have intervened to manage their mobility and their citizenship. All migrants leave evidence of facets of their lives in their country of origin and in their host country within records and artifacts that can be joined up to tell their story of migration and form part of the overlapping cultural heritage of the two places. Each of these traces can be seen, in context, as a representative instance within the life course of a migrant that can be captured in a template designed to bring these facts, dates, and figures together to form the frameworks for narratives that can grow and change as more information comes to light.
In this project the central focus in the development of a migration heritage template is the individual migrant. The benefits of a migrant heritage template extend far beyond the arenas of family history and academic research. As the map in figure 1 illustrates, many stakeholders are involved, so a template of this kind has the potential to have a wider societal impact. Most importantly, the template can help members of migrant communities better understand their own transnational histories. The context and rationale for developing such a template focus on these key aspects, following the concept of a "data scope" (Hoekstra and Koolen, forthcoming):
Information held by the migrants themselves. Migrants are custodians of the cultural heritage of their families; as a result, the materials almost invariably exist as scattered fragments and remnants, disconnected from each other, even within a single family. Despite the practical difficulties, migrant communities increasingly want to safeguard their heritage objects through digitization. Although a great deal of work has to be done to achieve it, digitization enables not only preservation but also the potential to link materials to a wider ethnic context. Because migrant groups do not usually have the resources or technical skills to embark on this kind of project, the need exists to create an underlying digital infrastructure that can facilitate this effort and provide a model for doing so on a larger scale. A template designed for this purpose can provide both a tool and an incentive for migrants to contribute and make their own heritage accessible and thus help to supplement the official documents with voices from the migrant community. In the MMC project, the overall aim is to reconstruct migrant cultural heritage to show how the histories of Australia and the Netherlands have intersected and flowed into each other through the lives of migrants. Many preparatory steps are required for such a project. The first requirement is to set up a collaborative relationship between relevant organizations in the two countries. The next step is to set up processes to identify the documents that are to be accessed and, if they are in analog forms, to plan for them to be digitized. Official papers include emigration and immigration records, passenger lists, passport requests, health clearances, alien registration documents, and citizenship papers, as well as school, business, and employment records. Where possible, diaries and letters held in state, regional, national, and international archives, consulates, and other governmental organizations are also being accessed, and plans are underway for these to be digitized and linked. While this process is labor-intensive and timeconsuming, it is important to recognize that archives themselves have cultural and political dimensions that are governed by underlying institutional priorities and emphases in each country; as a result, historical knowledge and a critical perspective are required when searching the archives, as is an awareness of the lives behind the simple factual data. Archives are themselves "already stories" (Haebich 2018, 37) that could previously only be viewed in isolation or were not visible at all (see fig. 2 ).
Figure 2. Scheme for research and community (web) access to migration data
The study of life courses has tended to focus on either the micro level or the macro level. The micro (close-reading) historical approach is predominantly qualitative in nature, relying on biographical interpretations of the lives of individuals. The macro (distant-reading) historical method is serial in nature and distinguishes patterns in the lives of groups of people but is less personalized. The current project breaks down the barriers between these approaches. It enables the study of groups of migrants in much more depth than conventional macro approaches to the individual records in a database would allow. The groups selected may be arbitrary or identified through a specific question. The research is organized around a new comprehensive dataset, blending the computer-assisted heuristics of the digital humanities with traditional archival sources (Ensor 2009 ). This organization enables the micro and the macro approaches to be connected into what we call serial qualitative research, a method that makes it possible to find patterns while retaining access to details, to make representative selections for case studies, and to generalize and quickly test representative coverage of the findings from case studies (see fig. 3 ). Australia (Peters 2000 (Peters , 2001 (Peters , 2006a (Peters , 2006b (Peters , 2009 (Peters , 2010b (Peters , 2012 . It is also possible to identify the different influences on the social networks as they evolved, using pattern country. Did they seek a similar community? Did they join a church? Many new questions can be identified and pursued now and into the future as a result of the foundations this project has laid. The connected transnational resource allows access to data in a way that crosses the chasm that has traditionally existed between the old world and the new, making it possible to better understand how culture was transferred both ways and new identities were forged. In addition to basic factual data, other kinds of information and written texts can be integrated into the database, including literary texts, which are a rich resource for migration history (Douma 2014; Arthur 2009 Arthur , 2014 .
Concluding Remarks
This collaborative transnational study of migration has many dimensions. First, it seeks to develop a postwar Dutch-Australian migration database, using a template approach to capture a wide range of archival and other information in digitized form from both countries, that will enable seamless searching across institutional and national barriers.
The overall purpose of the combined database is to preserve and better understand the important and extensive Dutch heritage that has been transferred to Australia as a result of migration and that has been changed by this process, but continues to have cultural and historical value in both countries. Importantly, the project seeks to discover hitherto hidden connections and patterns that may cast light not only on this specific set of transitions across geographical, cultural, and linguistic boundaries but also on processes of cultural transition or displacement anywhere, something that is critically important in the current era of unprecedented levels of global mobility. In other words, the project has value in itself as a specific study of Dutch-Australian cultural heritage intersections, but it also has representative value as a model to be used in other transnational contexts. 
